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is inevitable, and constitutes a "temptation against
Faith" for the intellectualist who will not believe in
a felt value which he cannot explain or account for;
or who believes in it, yet lives by his account of the
thing rather than by the thing itself, thus leading a
theoretical, unsubstantial, make-believe life that is not
in contact with reality.

A worse faithlessness is that of a self-induced in-
sensibility to the impulses and checks of conscience,
and a hardening of the heart, a stiffening of the
neck, brought about by a blind acceptance of illusory
good; by a refusal to look forward to the end, to
see change and decay and death all around us, or
to learn by one's own or others' experience the
vanity, bitterness, nothingness of any creature out of
relation to and connection with the Creator. Hence,
shadows become solid and substantial for us; and
the only abiding reality grows ever more dreamy,
fantastic and far away, and may be lost to sight for
ever. Then, suddenly, men wake from dreams of
wealth to find their hands empty; they call on God
and He will not hear; the bartered heritage is gone
for ever. They have put out their own eyes. Short
of such an extreme, faith abides so long as man
sins open-eyed and with a bad conscience; so long
'as he plays with illusions knowing them to be such,
and prefers them to what he still feels to be the
only realities ; so long as he lives, even as a rebel,
in the world of faith, and does not construct another
world in which the shadows of the present take
the place of God and Conscience.